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This paper deals with a Finite Element (FE) behavior analysis of a shape memory alloy actu-ator for a micropump. It is composed of two
membranes of NiTi shape memory alloy (SMA) in a martensitic state at room temperature. They have an initial flat shape and are bonded
together with an intermediate spacer. The thermal loading allows the actuator to move up and down in the membrane normal direction. A
detailed analysis of sensibility to material and geometric parameters of the SMA actuator is undertaken by FE method. The actuation
capability and reliability are studied in order to lead to optimal parameters set providing a higher stroke (deflection) with a low heating
temperature. The shape memory effect exhib-ited by these membranes is simulated by means of the phenomenological constitutive law
based on Chemisky-Duval model [1,2], and implemented in the Abaqus® FE code. The obtained numerical results were detailed proving
the ability of the proposed modeling to reproduce the actuator behavior under thermal loading. This analysis showed that it is possible to
provide a large stroke for a minimal geometry of the actuator.

1. Introduction

Micromachining technology is a miniaturization technique which can be used to manufacture various devices and sys-
tems. This technique has opened a new thrusts and made the possibility to develop various devices and systems in small
size with high functionality, precision and performance in various domains such as automotive, aerospace, communication,
medical, civil engineering [3-7]. In fact, some microsystems require an effective actuator which could be suitable for highly
sensitive applications. Smart materials as piezoelectric ceramics or shape memory alloys (SMAs) were often considered for
the design of micro-components and/or micro-devices [8-17]. In fact, their coupled and multiphysic behaviors allow the
conversion of an electric or thermal energy on a mechanical one for actuator applications and vice versa for sensor applica-
tions. The development of thin films elaboration processes for these smart materials combined by the using of etching tech-
niques made possible the design of complex geometry micro-components and micro-devices (micro-actuators, micro-valves,
micro-sensors, stents, etc.) based on theses thin films [18-25].

SMA actuators are ones of the most used micro-devices to achieve such applications. In fact, SMAs can exhibit high forces
or large strains, which could be converted to high pressures or large strokes (deflection). For this reason, SMA actuators have
been considered for micropump actuations [26-29] where the stroke of the actuator determines the pumped volume per
cycle. The actuator converts the input electric or thermal energy into mechanical work output inducing system motion. A
wide range of SMA actuators for micropumps and microvalves were proposed in the literature [14,21,30-37]. They were
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etched in an SMA thin films (generally in NiTi) and they consider the shape memory effect property. During a heating, the
actuator exhibits a displacement induced by the reverse martensitic transformation. This displacement is recovered during
the cooling process leading to the forward martensitic transformation. This cooling process is generally very low (A fan can
provide compressive convection for fast cooling [38]). For that reason, an actuator composed of two NiTi SMA membranes
etched in a thin film and separated by a silicon spacer was proposed [30,31]. These two membranes are working in an antag-
onist way and the actuation is always obtained by heating. The heating of one membrane gives an actuation displacement in
one way (fluid input) where the heating of the other membrane allows the opposite actuation displacement (fluid output).
During the heating of any membrane, the other one is freely cooled. Thanks to the spacer inserted between membranes, the
forward and reverse transformations are occurring under bending stress. This induces the activation and disappearance of
oriented martensite variants leading to a significant transformation strain.

To analyze the behavior of such actuators, it is interesting to turn ones attention to many experimental investigations
[32,30,39-41] and numerical studies [28,29,42,43] on various considered technologies in the case of micropumps. They
are based on various experimental and/or numerical (FE simulation) tools in order to optimise their performance. In the
present work, a numerical approach based on a finite element method (FEM) was considered. Most commercial codes based
on FEM have a standard constitutive models database well adapted to conventional materials with elastic, viscoelastic, elas-
ticplastic, elasticviscoplastic, etc. behaviors. However, these codes have very few or no constitutive models that describes all
the specificities of an SMA thermomechanical behavior. As an example the FEM based Abaqus code has a superelastic con-
stitutive law based on the Auricchio’s model [44,45]. In order to analyse by FEM the shape memory effect behavior of such
actuators, the only solution was to consider a user constitutive model which can be implemented in commercial FEM based
code via a user subroutine (as an example one can use the User MATerial (UMAT) subroutine for Abaqus). The LEMTA'’s and
the LEM3’s (affiliated to Université de Lorraine, Arts et Mtiers ParisTech and CNRS) research groups have, in collaboration,
developed and implemented in Abaqus a thermomechanical constitutive law covering all the specificities of the SMA behav-
ior (superelasticity, shape memory effect, internal loop behavior, difference between tension compression, saturation and
hysteresis effects, etc.) [1,46]. In this model the inelastic strain induced by forward and reverse transformations is charac-
terised by four internal variables. Two are scalar and correspond, respectively, to the volume fraction of all the martensite
and the twinned part. The two other internal variables are tensorial and correspond respectively to the mean transformation
and the mean twinning strains. The constitutive equations of this model were derived from an assumed expressions of the
Gibbs free-energy and the dissipation function. The driving forces corresponding to internal and control variables were de-
rived and compared to the corresponding yield forces in order to determine active mechanisms. Additional developments
allowed to take into account the asymmetry between tension and compression, the management of internal loop and the
saturation behaviors. This FE analysis considered the 2D version of this constitutive model corresponding to the plane stress
assumption.

An analysis of the influence of the various material and geometric parameters was discussed. The aim is to highlight fac-
tors in relation with the actuator stroke. Finally, an optimal configuration was suggested able to provide a high stroke with
minimal geometry. The optimization objective function was the actuation capability and reliability of the actuator. In some
cases, the optimization and a higher heating temperature can lead to a higher actuator stroke. On the other hand, this leads
to a higher stress level and an important transformation strain in the NiTi actuator. In that case, the actuator becomes unre-
liable to operate if the stress and transformation strain is beyond material strength. In order to ensure both high stroke and
reliability, a corresponding criterion was defined. The obtained results allowed designing the configuration of the proposed
actuator with an optimized stroke.

This paper is organized into five sections including the introduction and the conclusion. In the second section, the descrip-
tion of the SMA actuator properties was detailed. The studied material is a NiTi SMA in the martensitic state with a self-
accommodate martensite variants at room temperature. The third section deals with the adopted constitutive model and
the numerical simulation of the SMA actuator behavior based on a FEM. Finally, the sensitivity to material and geometrical
parameters on the stroke of the actuator was discussed. The FE analysis gave a significant results of the actuator behavior
under a thermal loading. Results allowed defining a set of geometrical parameters for the actuator providing an important
stroke with a minimal size.

2. Description of the studied SMA actuator

The actuator adopted design was initially proposed by Benard et al. [30,31]. It considers two NiTi membranes at the mar-
tensitic state with a self-accommodate martensite variants at room temperature as shown in Fig. 1a. They have an initial flat
shape and are bonded together with a crown in the exterior contour (exterior spacer), and with an intermediate spacer in
silicon material. This assembly induces a bending stress field on membranes leading to an orientated martensite and a strain
state recoverable by thermal loading. When the top membrane is heated, it becomes austenitic and recovers the deforma-
tion, thus the actuator moves downwards, resulting a further deflection in the other membrane. The cooling allows it to re-
turn to a martensitic state. When the bottom membrane is heated, it becomes austenitic and causes the deformation, so the
actuator moves in the other direction. The principle of the actuator is shown in Fig. 1. There are several possible actuation
methods for such SMA actuator:
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Fig. 1. Sketch of the NiTi actuator cross-section. Heating or cooling membrane causes the motion along the horizontal direction, e is the membrane
thickness, Dm is the membrane diameter, Ds is the spacer diameter, Ls is the spacer length.

(1) Heating and cooling of the SMA membranes [47]: there are two types to heat up SMA. One is by electrical current and
depends heavily on electrical resistivity. The other is by heat transfer (by hot air/water or exposing to thermal radi-
ation) and it relates to thermal conductivity which is ignored in the fast heating case [47]. It is mentioned in this ref-
erence that, the required temperature increasing for actuation depends on the set-up of SMA in terms of pre-strain and
stress, hardening-like in transformation, environmental temperature, the required actuation temperature, etc.

(2) Depending on how bias pressure is applied: (a) pressurization, or (b) evacuation [32].

In the present work, the heating of SMA membranes was obtained by applying an electrical current, and the electrical
resistivity of the SMA thin film is suitable for Joule heating. The cooling occurs under free convection condition in air. It
is well known that the SMA actuator is able to provide high stroke with low frequency due to the slow response time during
the cooling under free convection condition in air. For high frequency, additional cooling method is required, which is dif-
ficult to consider for micropump. A synthesis work on the heating/cooling of the SMA was presented in [8,47,48]. In conclu-
sion, for the considered actuator with two SMA membranes, the two way displacement is always obtained by heating which
is easier to control than cooling.

3. Finite Element analysis of SMA actuator behavior

In this section, the adopted SMA constitutive law and the FE model of the above mentioned SMA actuator are detailed.

3.1. SMA thermomechanical behavior model

The adopted behavior model is based on a thermodynamical description of the martensitic phase transformation, reori-
entation and detwinning. Four internal variables were considered. Two are scalar and define the martensitic volume fraction
in the considered representative volume element and the volume fraction of the twinned martensite. The two others internal



variables describe, in an averaged way, the orientation of martensite and the accommodation of twins, respectively. Assum-
ing small perturbations (framework of infinitesimal strains), the additive decomposition of the total strain is then written as:

=28+ gl +gvn (1)

where &€ is the elastic strain, ¢ is the thermal expansion strain, &7 is the inelastic strain due to martensitic transformation,
£™ is the inelastic strain due to the accommodation of twins between martensite variants.
Transformation strain can be expressed as the average value over the RVE of local transformation strain field:

v/ dv_iﬂ/vM & (r)dv = f&" 2)

where f denotes the martensitic volume fraction, and €' denotes the mean transformation strain over the martensite volume.
The strain resulting from the inelastic accommodation of twins between martensite variants is written:

Vit 1
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where f denotes the formed self-accommodated martensitic volume fraction and " denotes the mean twins accommo-
dation strain over the martensitic volume. According to the expression of different strain mechanisms, one obtains:

e€=S8:06+a(T —Ty)d +ng +fFA(z;twin "

where S is the isotropic fourth order compliance tensor, & is the mean stress over the representative volume element (RVE), a
is the isotropic thermal expansion tensor, and T,.ris the reference temperature where thermal expansion strain is selected to
be null.

A Gibbs’ free energy potential was defined, including contributions of chemical, mechanical and interaction between mar-
tensite variants and interactions between grains energies.
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where U/ is the internal energy of the austenitic phase, T is the current temperature, $* is the entropy of the austenitic phase.
B is the difference between entropies of austenite and martensite, it is also related to the stress-temperature slope of trans-
formation limits. Ty is the thermodynamical equilibrium temperature between austenite and martensite phases. Hy is the
pseudo-hardening coefficient of phase transformation, H, and H.,;, are two material parameters describing interactions
coming from phase transformation evolution and geometrical incompatibilities. C, is the latent heat.

The Clausius-Duhem inequality was written in terms of the Gibbs free energy:

G . G o G

>0 (6)

The Gibbs free energy defined by Eq. (5) was considered as a thermodynamical potential defined as a function of state vari-
ables, internal variables and material constants depending on the considered media. The driving forces corresponding to
these internal variables are derived from this expression.
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¢’ is the deviatoric part of the stress tensor ¢. Based on this thermodynamical forces, one can define a transformation cri-
terion, an orientation criterion, twins accommodation criterion and build the state diagram. Then evolution laws of the inter-
nal variables are deduced from the consistency conditions of the activated mechanisms (transformation, orientation and
accommodation of twins). The evolution law of f was defined by the following relation:

Eoar—tg f f >0
fFA _ fFAf e (10)

’%A', f<0

where &l is a material parameter characterizing the maximum transformation strain. g, is the von Mises equivalent mean
transformation strain. f, is the martensite volume fraction at the reversal. f™ is a self accommodated martensite present at
the transformation reversal.



Table 1
Adopted material parameters for simulation of the NiTi actuator [1].

E (MPa) v o el Elomp max M (°C) A (°C)
70000 03 1.E-05 0.07 0.07 40 60

s F, (MPa) H; (MPa) H,r (MPa) Huwin (MPa) B (MPa/°C)

03 150 4 1000 60000 119

The non-symmetric behavior between tension and compression was introduced through a maximum mean transforma-
tion strain depending on the second and third stress invariants. The transformation strain direction is determined by a
normality flow-rule assumption. All these considerations lead to nonlinear constitutive equations, solved by a Newton-
Raphson algorithm. More details about specificities of this model (saturation and internal loop management, difference be-
tween tension and compression behaviors, etc.) can be found in [1,2]. This model, implemented into the Abaqus FE code via
the User MATerial (UMAT) subroutine, is able to describe superelastic behavior, recovery stress and strain (useful to design
actuators), martensite reorientation and shape memory effect. For a given loading increment, the UMAT updates stresses and
internal variables values and compute the values of tangent operators. These are useful for Abaqus in order to compute the
global equilibrium of the structure. This model presents a 3D and 2D-plane-stress versions. The last one was considered for
this study.

Some adopted material parameters governing the SMA behavior were identified for a NiTi [1]. Whereas other parameters,
were taken from literature (their values did not vanish for standard NiTi). These parameters are: the Young’s modulus E, pois-
son’s ratio v, the thermal expansion «, the maximum transformation strain in tension, &, ;. ., and compression, &, ,.q,» the
martensite start temperature M;, the austenite finish temperature Ay, the amplitude ratio of inner loops 1y, the stress reorien-
tation of variants F;, the pseudo-hardening coefficient of phase transformation Hy, the two material parameters describing
interactions coming from phase transformation evolution and geometrical incompatibilities Hy and H,i,, and the Clau-
sius-Clapeyron slope in the stress-temperature diagram B. Values of these material parameters are given in Table 1.

3.2. Geometry, mesh and boundary conditions

The geometric parameters are shown in Fig. 1a. The influence of this set of parameters on the actuator behavior is ana-
lyzed in Section 4. The initial shape of NiTi membranes is characterised by a 10 um thickness and a 3 mm diameter. The exte-
rior wall is 0.3 mm of thickness. The intermediate spacer between the two membranes is 1.5 mm of length and of 0.5 mm
diameter in silicon. All dimensional details of the actuator are given in Fig. 1. Once the geometry is introduced, the next part
focuses on the sample meshing.

The study of the mesh refining is an important numerical aspect for the FE analysis. Indeed, an optimisation of the FE size
meshing leads to reach a reliable description of stress—strain gradients. The NiTi membranes were meshed with coupled
thermal-displacement shell elements with three and four nodes and linear interpolation (S4T, S3T). An elastic behavior with
a high stiffness was assumed for the intermediate spacer and the exterior crown because they present only a rigid-body
motion. They were meshed with hexahedral (C3D8) and tetrahedral (C3D6) solid continuum isoparametric elements with
linear interpolation. These elements have selective integration method corresponding to a complete integration of the
deviatoric tensor and a reduced integration of the hydrostatic one. An example of actuator meshing is shown in Fig. 2.
The number of finite elements of each part of the micropump is given in the Table 2. Once the FE model is introduced,
the SMA constitutive model is called by the FE code.

The applied loading path on the two membranes is shown in Fig. 3. The first step (AB) corresponds to the martensite vari-
ants orientation process in the two NiTi membranes as presented in Fig. 3a. These membranes were bonded together with an
intermediate spacer by applying a mechanical loading at room temperature lower than My The second step (BC) corresponds
to the thermal loading of membranes above the austenite finish temperature A When the first membrane is freely cooled,
the second one is heated as presented in Fig. 3b. Steps 0-1 and 1-2 correspond to the heating and cooling of the top mem-
brane (continuous), the bottom one (dashed) is cooled at room temperature in this step. Steps 2-3 and 4-5 correspond to the
heating and cooling of the bottom membrane where the top one is cooled. In this study, the room temperature and the heat-
ing level were fixed to 30 °C and 100 °C respectively.

3.3. Preliminary results and discussion

Fig. 4a shows the actuator stroke during the steps 0-1, 1-2 and 2-3 which were presented in Fig. 3b. Fig. 4b gives the
stroke as a function of applied temperature during the heating of the bottom membrane (step 2-3). The stroke increases with
heating temperature increasing. It seems that the actuator starts to move at temperature about 50 °C. It can be observed that
when heating temperature reaches 70 °C, the stroke saturates to an asymptotic value, by continuing slightly increasing. This
corresponds to full reverse transformation (martensite to austenite). When the NiTi material is subjected to higher stress and
strain, plasticity occurs after an elastic domain of martensite and a failure is induced. Consequently, for reliability analysis of
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Fig. 2. FE model for the NiTi actuator.

Table 2
Number of finite elements of each part of the micropump.
Intermediate spacer Exterior crown NiTi membranes
Number of finite element 1608 (433 nodes) 152 (342 nodes) 272 x 2 (291 x 2 nodes)
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Fig. 3. Thermal loading for the two NiTi membranes.
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Fig. 5. Strain amplitude-fatigue life curves at various test temperatures [50].

NiTi, the maximum stress and transformation strain in NiTi should be below 500 MPa and 6.7% [49] respectively. These con-
straints were adopted as a criterion during a reliability study. Following this condition, it can be concluded that the adopted
maximum applied heating temperature is about 70 °C (Fig. 4).

The NiTi SMA is used under cyclic loading after stabilizing its behavior by applying initial bending cycles. However, the
thermal cyclic loading leads to fatigue behavior and, consequently, causes the loss of shape memory effect properties. Fig. 5
presents the number of cycles before failure versus the maximum imposed strain [50]. Results were compared on one hand
with the ones obtained for polycrystal Cu-Al-Be wires and polished single crystal Cu-Al-Be wires, on the other hand, the
NiTi polycrystal SMA in rotary bending tests are also compared. The strain decreases when the number of cycle increases.
This figure highlights the importance to take into account the influence of the cyclic loading on the strain, and consequently
on the actuator stroke. Therefore, it is necessary to remain at a low strain level so that the degradation of stroke remains
weak. Fig. 5 allows also to investigate performances and reliability of the NiTi actuator during thermal cycling.

Fig. 6 presents the transformation equivalent strain at the step 3: the conditioning of the two NiTi membranes, the heat-
ing and the cooling of the top membrane. They correspond to steps A-B, 0-1, 1-2, respectively. When the bottom membrane
was heated or cooled, the obtained transformation equivalent strain state is similar to those in Fig. 6b and b, respectively.

It is well known that the SMA actuator is able to provide high stroke with low frequency due to the slow response time
during the air-cooling of the NiTi membrane. Hence, in the following section, a detailed analysis on the influence of the var-
ious material and geometric parameters was carried out. The objective was to find the sensitivity to parameters in order to
lead to an optimized structural design corresponding to an actuator large deflection. It then provides a higher stroke with
remaining in the reliability domain of the NiTi alloy. The stroke can be easily controlled by an applied heating loading path.

4. Parameters influence

This section studies the influence of the various possible parameters on the actuator deflection. For that, various simula-
tions were carried out in the aim to predict the stroke variation, and to highlight its sensitivity to geometrical and material
parameters. The FE model was set-up in Abaqus FE code, the geometry is presented in the Fig. 1. The material parameters are
given in Table 1. For geometrical parameters, thermal loading and the martensite orientation start yield stress, three differ-
ent values were considered in order to carry out their influence on the actuator behavior. For each step, the stroke variation,
maximum von Mises stress and von Mises equivalent transformation strain in the NiTi actuator are presented. Finally, an
optimal model in the studied parameters domain was proposed in term of high stroke with minimal geometry.

4.1. Sensitivity to material and thermal loading parameters

In this analysis, the geometry of the micropump is that given in Fig. 1 where values of dimensions are montioned in the
Section 3. Studied parameters are the heating, and the martensite orientation start yield stress.
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Fig. 6. Transformation equivalent strain at the steps A-B, 0-1, 1-2 (Fig. 3b), top membranes at the left and the bottom ones at the right.

4.1.1. Heating level

Fig. 7 presents the actuator stroke during the loading for three heating levels. It shows that the heating temperature plays
an important role on the stroke. The stroke decreases with a heating level decreasing, and vice versa. It can be seen that there
is a nonlinear relationship between the stroke and the heating level.

4.1.2. Martensite orientation yield stress

Figs. 8 and 9 present the actuator stroke, maximum von Mises stress and equivalent von Mises transformation strain dur-
ing the heating for three values of the martensite orientation yield stress. These figures show that the stroke increases when
this yield stress decreases. When this latter decreases, the self-accommodated martensite increases inducing a high deflec-
tion. There is a nonlinear relationship between the stroke and this yield stress corresponding to orientation activation. In
order to remain in the reliability domain of NiTi material, the heating level must be stopped at 70 °C. This heating level al-
lows to decrease the response time during cooling of the NiTi membrane. An orientation start yield stress value of 100 MPa
corresponds to a maximal stroke.
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4.2. Sensitivity to geometrical parameters

The following section is devoted to the analysis of geometric parameters effect on the actuator stroke. The material
parameters were fixed and given in Table 1.

4.2.1. Sensitivity to NiTi membrane thickness

Figs. 10 and 11 present the same quantities for Figs. 8 and 9 for three values of the membranes thickness. The stroke in-
creases when the thickness increases. It should be remarked that, when the membrane thickness increases, stiffness in-
creases inducing a higher stress, the maximum transformation strain becomes significant, and consequently the
deflection of the actuator is increased. For important thickness, large martensite self accommodation appears, with less mar-
tensite orientation, leading to a small variation of the transformation strain. There is a nonlinear relationship between the
stroke and the thickness. For thicknesses of 30 pm and 20 pm, the reliability criteria is not ensured. Moreover, for 30 pm and
20 pum, the heating or cooling time is higher. However, in order to respect the reliability criterion, the heating level is fixed to
70°C, and a membrane of 10 pum thickness is adopted. The choice is also justified by an easier experimental procedure of
assembly during the fabrication of the actuator.

4.2.2. Sensitivity to NiTi membrane diameter

Figs. 12 and 13 present the previous quantities for three values of the membranes diameter. The thickness of membranes
was fixed to 10 pum. From the Fig. 12, the stroke decreases while the diameter increases. The increase of the membrane diam-
eter produces a less global rigidity with inducing a reduction of stress, the maximum transformation strain was decreased,
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Fig. 13. Maximum von Mises stress and equivalent transformation strain in the NiTi actuator as a function of heating temperature.

consequently the deflection of the actuator was reduced. For all these results, the reliability criterion was not ensured. In
order to have an actuator of minimal geometry, two membranes with 3 mm of diameter were considered. The reliability cri-
terion was respected when the heating level is stopped at 70 °C.

4.2.3. Sensitivity to spacer diameter between the two membranes

Figs. 14 and 15 present the previous quantities for three values of the spacer diameter. The thickness and diameter of
membranes was fixed to 10 um and 3 mm respectively. The stroke increases when the diameter increases. There is a linear
relationship between the stroke and the diameter. The experimental assembly of the two NiTi membranes may be difficult
for the maximum value of diameter. But, due to difficulties in fabrication of such actuator with a spacer between two NiTi
membranes, a diameter of 0.5 mm corresponds to a good compromise. So that, to check the reliability criterion, it is neces-
sary to stop the heating level also at 70 °C.

4.2.4. Sensitivity to spacer length between the two membranes

Figs. 16 and 17 give the previous quantities for three values of the spacer length. The thickness and diameter of mem-
branes were fixed respectively to 10 um and 3 mm. The diameter of spacer was fixed to 0.5 mm. The stroke increases with
the spacer length increasing. The increase of the spacer length induces a high stress leading to a high martensite self-accom-
modation and low martensite orientation in the membrane. So the maximum transformation strain becomes important.
There is a linear relationship between the stroke and the spacer length. In order to make possible the experimental assembly
of the two membranes, to have an actuator with a small size geometry and to respect the reliability criterion, the heating
level is stopped at 70 °C. The adopted compromise value of the length is 1.5 mm.
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4.3. Adopted parameters for the SMA actuator

The parametric analysis allowed on the one hand, to study the thermomechanical behavior of the NiTi actuators, on the
other hand to define an optimal design able to provide a large stroke for a minimal size actuator geometry. During this
analysis, various parameters were selected in order to facilitate the manufacturing and assembly processes of the actuator.
The adopted dimensions of the actuator geometry were presented in Fig. 18. To tend towards a really predictive model, a
huge experimental work is necessary in order to improve the identification of all the physical parameters introduced in
the model.

5. Conclusion

Finite Element simulation of an SMA actuator for a micropump was investigated in this paper. The sensitivity of actuator
behavior to geometrical and material parameters was analyzed. This actuator is composed of two NiTi membranes. They are
martensitic at room temperature. They are initially flats, and are bonded together with a crown in the exterior contour (exte-
rior spacer), and with an intermediate spacer in silicon material. The principle is based on the heating of one or the other NiTi
membrane, which allows the motion in both directions.

Finite Element analysis was adopted to simulate the actuator operating conditions and to investigate the design con-
straints for a displacement actuator. A phenomenological constitutive law describing the NiTi membranes behavior was
adopted [1,2]. It is based on the assuming of expressions of Gibbs free-energy and dissipation function depending on a mac-
roscopic control and internal variables. This model was implemented in the Abaqus FE code using the User MATerial subrou-
tine (UMAT). The deflection and the stroke of the actuator were analyzed. For that, several simulations were carried out in
the aim to exhibit the variation of the stroke with geometrical and material parameters, and to highlight the high influenced
factors.
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Thus, it is concluded that results have shown reasonable agreement, providing validity of the constitutive model simu-
lating the actuator behavior. The investigation of the various parameters influence in relation with the function of the actu-
ator was an important step in this paper, the aim was to find acceptable values for these parameters and to improve
effectively the performance. The parametric analysis allowed to define a set of material and geometrical parameters leading
to an important stroke for a minimal global size geometry of the actuator. The stroke was obtained with a low heating of the
NiTi membranes. During this analysis, some parameters were fixed in order to facilitate the manufacturing and assembly
processes of the actuator. The obtained results prove the ability of the model to reproduce significant results when the actu-
ator is submitted to thermal loading. Obtained results show the advantage to use the Finite Element analysis for Microelec-
tromechanical systems (MEMS) with complex behavior.

The proposed model is of direct interest to design and to predict the lifespan of actuators submitted to thermal loading.
Considering the literature about such actuators, the obtained results are encouraging. But, to tend towards a refined predic-
tive model, additional experimental work is necessary in order to identify all the physical parameters. This work constitutes
one more step to reinforce the method for studying the actuator behavior. However, the developed model can be broadened
by adding of diverse physics, such as the interactions between the fluid/structure and microvalve effect in order to assess
durability and long-term performance of actuator.

A second part of this study is in progress and dealing with the fabrication of this actuator. A discussion about NiTi material
fabrication, parameters identification, and parameter sensitivity will be carried out. Experimental analysis of the actuator
behavior under thermal loading and comparison between numerical simulations and experiments will be performed.
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